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Cleveland Museum of Art’s VIVA! Festival Offers Fourth Annual 
Season of Mesmerizing World Music and Dance Performances 


“Applause to VIVA! ... international artists of exceptional quality.” 


— The Plain Dealer 


CLEVELAND (Aug. 8, 2002) — The Cleveland Museum of Art’s fourth annual VIVA! Festival of Performing 
Arts kicks off Sept. 27, 2002, with a star-studded lineup of eight international performers and ensembles, most of 
whom will make their U.S. or Cleveland debuts in this popular and critically acclaimed series. 

The 2002-03 season will feature ensembles from Cuba, Europe, Africa, India and Israel. Most concerts 
will take place Fridays at 7:30 p.m. in the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium. 

Three additional concerts, featuring performers from Iran and India, will complement the VIVA! series. 

This season’s VIVA! subscription performers are: Radio Tarifa (Sept. 27), offering a unique blend of 
flamenco and Moorish rhythms; Cristina Branco (Oct. 18), one of Portugal’s leading fado singers; Farruquito y 
su Familia (Jan. 24), a 19-year-old flamenco prodigy and his family of dancers; Dance Cuba (Feb. 9), melding 
Spanish flamenco and Afro-Cuban rhythms with 19th-century Petipa ballet (Marius Petipa is considered one of the 
greatest choreographers of all time); Habib Koité (Feb. 21), performing contemporary music from Mali; The 
Anjika Manipuri Dance Troupe (Mar. 14), renowned for its highly sophisticated martial arts and loved for its 
colorful and spirited dance and music; two-time Grammy nominee Boys of the Lough (Mar. 21), presenting music 
from Ireland and the Shetland Islands; and Chava Alberstein (Apr. 4), Israel’s most prominent singer and 
song writer. 

Three additional concerts, Masters of Persian Music: Shajarian, Alizadeh, Kalhor (Oct. 4), featuring 
M.R. Shajarian, Iran’s legendary tenor and renowned instrumentalists; Songs of “Madmen”: The Bauls of India 
(Nov. 1); and Masters of Indian Dance: Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra (Feb. 28), will complete the 
VIVA! season. 

“The world’s finest world music and dance performers are featured in the VIVA! series each year, 
reflecting the Museum’s commitment to preserving and fostering art from across the globe,” notes Massoud 
Saidpour, the Museum’s artistic director of performing arts. “It is a pleasure to have them perform in Cleveland 


and in one of the world’s leading art institutions.” 


(more ...) 
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Subscriptions Available Now 

VIVA! Festival subscriptions to all eight concerts, or for either of two four-concert packages, are now available. 
Subscribers receive guaranteed seating priority for these performances and savings up to 33% off the full ticket 
price. Subscription prices are $174 and $150 for all eight concerts (Plan #1); $98 (A seats) and $85 (B seats) for 
four concerts. CMA members receive additional discounts for the eight-concert package. The two four-concert 


packages are as follows: 


Plan #2 Plan #3 

Radio Tarifa Dance Cuba 
Cristina Branco Habib Koité 
Flamenco Festival Boys of the Lough 
Manipuri Dancers and Musicians Chava Alberstein 


Add any or all of these concerts — Masters of Persian Music: Shajarian, Alizadeh, Kalhor; Songs of 
“Madmen”: The Bauls of India; and Masters of Indian Dance: Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra — to a 
subscription and save 15% off the single ticket price. 

Single tickets, ranging from $35 to $27, will go on sale to the public after Sept. 14, 2002. Tickets may be 
ordered by calling 1-888-CMA-0033 or purchased online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 





The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. Promotional support for VIVA! is 
provided by WNWV The Wave 107.3. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 5,000 years. The museum is a pivotal 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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